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By Mark T. Gould
“In a little town in Idaho way back 

in ’61,
 A man was frying burgers, gee - it 

seemed like lots of fun.
 But to his friend the bun boy he con-

fessed its misery
 ‘I think I'd like to start a group so 

come along with me’…”

   It was one of the first four 45s that I bought, way back in 1966.
The other three were the Monkees’ “I’m a Believer,” Johnny Rivers’ “Secret 
Agent Man,” and the New Vaudeville Band’s “Winchester Cathedral.”
  How and why I remember these things never ceases to amaze me, but, 
it was the fourth one that really got to me, and has stayed with me to this 
day.
  It was a song called “Kicks” by a group called Paul Revere & The Raid-
ers.
 

“And all youth stations across the nation
 Please play our records for your congregation.”

 
  I remember that the first time I heard it was when I was lying on the sand 
at Williams Beach in Mystic, my trusty battery-powered transistor radio 
propped up on the blanket next to me. 
  I was a mere 10 years old at the time, and the concept of rock ‘n’ roll was 
still a puzzle to me. 
  But, then I heard that guitar and drums intro to the song, and I was im-
mediately hooked, and Paul Revere & The Raiders helped sent me on this 
wild, long, and, yes at times, strange trip that’s still soaring after 48 years.
Just like me (pun intended), youngsters everywhere bought the record, and 
after a few relatively minor hits, Paul Revere and his gang were on their 
way.
 

“The band soon started booming, they were raking in the coin;
 They found few new musicians, and persuaded them to join;

 And Paul Revere decided since they had such new-found fame
 ‘We need a fancy title,’ and The Raiders they became…”

 
  I’m recalling this now because Paul Revere Dick (he, thankfully, dropped 
his surname professionally), the founding father of this great half-pop, half-
garage band, along with the incredible singer and front man Mark Lindsay,  
passed away last month, shortly after retiring from more than half a century 
of live performances and recordings.
 

“They soon packed up for Hollywood,
 to reap their fortunes there;

 But streets aren't really paved with gold,
 and you can't live on air.”

 

  Revere, who was the band’s organist and a manic stage presence right up 
to his retirement, started the band in 1958. He initially named it the Down-
beats, but he changed it to the Raiders in 1960. In 1963, they recorded their 
version of the now-classic “Louie, Louie,” and started on their way.
 

“And then Dick Clark approached them,
 said I know a thing or two,
 I'll put you on a TV show,

 and make big stars of you.”
 
  Clark, who was seemingly impressed with both the band’s sound and 
their look, which incorporated Revolutionary War-era costumes on stage, 
made them the proverbial house band on his afternoon show, “Where the 
Action Is,” which was a mega-popular spinoff of the seminal “American 
Bandstand.”  Buoyed by their new-found popularity generated by Clark, 
the group also performed on the “The Ed Sullivan Show.”
 

“Now things are going groovy,
 and we really can't complain,

 though the pace of rock 'n’ rolling
 nearly drives us all insane.”

 
  Insane or not, after Dick Clark and “Kicks,” the hits just kept on com-
ing. “Hungry,” “Just Like Me,” “Good Thing,” “Him or Me,” “Too Much 
Talk,” “Don’t Take It So Hard,” “Indian Reservation,” and a bunch more. 
Lindsay left the band in 1975, but Revere continued on the road until early 
this year.
  In a statement posted on his web site, Lindsay wrote: 
  “We all know that Paul had been very ill for a while, and you always hope 
for the best -- a miracle, maybe. But it just wasn't to be this time. It is still 
surreal to think that he is gone. I'm sure this cannot be an easy time for 
Sydney and all of Paul's family, and I wish them all the best, and peace.
  “In 1958, Revere and I got together in Idaho, and it clicked. We had a great 
run, and for a real long stretch, it was magic. All good things seem to come 
to an end, though, and eventually Revere and I drifted apart and went our 
separate ways.
  “But, I want to remember the good times, when he was my best friend and 
we were partners, and the world was ours for a while. Right now I would 
like to think he's playing wild boogie-woogie on that big golden upright in 
the sky. Play on, brother, see you down the road.”
 
“Everybody's bushing, saying give it all you can,
 come to think of it, our business manager's
 our biggest fan.”
 
  That is, unless you include a little, impressionable kid from Mystic.

“The Legend
of

Paul Revere”
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By Stephanie Shawn
  Hello My Sweet BarFlies...Boooo! 
Hope your  Halloween was as eerily 
fun as mine was this year?!! From 
all of the FaceBook postings of the 
many different events, it looks as if my 
friends are Rock Stars and a shmexy 
time was had by all!! 
    Props to RHONDA RUSSELL 
DEMPSEY for this years BEST 
ADVERTISING VIDEO FOR AN 
EVENT EVER!! SNEEKERS co-
owner RHONDA came up with a  vid-
eo for their Annual Halloween Party on 
FaceBook, and it was truly amazing!! 
A Must-See! I immediately called my 
sister to rip my nephew DEAN for not 
coming up with this type of creepy 
great video for us!  

    Well, as some of you may remember, I spent part of last month at the 
Best Party in this Fantastic Nation of Ours!! FANTASY FEST in KEY 

should make Your Bucket List!
    Then I went to another extremely 
mellow event ...hehehehee BIKETO-
BERFEST (my life can be boring :)) in 
DAYTONA, saw the EITEL CLAN, had 
a freakin' blast dancing to my second fa-
vorite AC/DC band BACK IN BLACK,  
taking KYLE CRANDALL'S (KMC 
MOTORSPORTS) Gorgeous INDIAN 

WEST. Think of it as FUSION on 
'roids,  (held Annually at the VELVET 
MILL in STONINGTON), because 
of all the beautifully body-painted 
women.  Except in KEY WEST they 
have thousands!! Holy Smoli, you 
missed it...well, all of you except PE-
TER BEERS, JACK BURROUGHS, 
BRIAN and LAURA. (of the famous 
Chicken Finger Dance...u go, Girl!!) 
These are the only people from around 
heeeya that I know were going and 
yikes! what a week it was! 
    In KEY WEST clothing is strictly optional apparently, and O so many 

people adhere to the "no clothing" rule, ( 
some, to the detriment of many of our sens-
es) so I spent practically the entire first day 
with my head spinning like a top as I tried to 
take in all the sights, take some pix for my 
fans and spread the love. 
   It's amazing but by the time Day Two comes 
around, you really don't even see the partial 
nudity anymore, unless it's something truly 
shocking! And every once in awhile, one of 
the truly shocking of the masses would stick 
out like a sore thumb and be surrounded by 
the "paparazzi", so they could take a snap of 
this human anomaly.

     And Wow! What anomalies there were! Some of it reminded me of my 
new favorite show "AMERICAN HORROR STORY: FREAK SHOW". 
Go Twisty!! And that's all I will say about that! For the most part though, 
it's just a giant MARDI GRAS type party with Great Food, Unbelievable 
Musicians and Happy People looking to have a Good Time! Definitely 

for a Spin with my Man and just having a generally fabulous time! Bikers...
looking hot and reeking 
of testosterone, showing 
off all their shiny toys...
yummy, can't beat that 
with a stick!!
    Also this month, I 
heard DAN STEVENS 
did a frightfully fabu-
lous Show at PERKS 
AND CORKS for their 
Annual HALLOWEEN 
Party. NOAH FELDMAN put on an impressive show at the HANDLEBAR 
CAFE last month. I picture him singing some wonderful Holiday classics 

for your Holiday Events. 
Find him on FaceBook to 
book him!  NOAH will also 
be playing this month at the 
STEAK LOFT in MYSTIC 
on the 10th and OLD ROAD-
HOUSE in NEW LONDON 
on the 12th. 
    GREG DOUGHTY for-
merly of THRUST stopped 
by for a visit recently and 

told me he was starting a new acoustic trio with JOE DREA and JOHN 
GRAVES, playing everything from EAGLES and LED ZEPPELIN to AL-
ICE IN CHAINS. I know SUNSET RIBS has Acoustic Music every Thurs-
Sunday, I think this would be an amazing fit!! 
    Novembers Events Include.. heading out to sing Karaoke with DJ PAUL 
at VOODOO GRILL on a Saturday night..probably Nov. 22nd. You've been 
warned, people! So if you're looking for a Good Time, bring the earplugs 
and watch me sing!! I've been told I can be slightly entertaining..LOL!! 
And SUE MENHART and her BAND will be playing at the MOHEGAN 
SUN on Nov. 11th!!  Gotta stop and see that one!! 
    Romper Stomper Time!! Happy Birthday to my Nephew, DANNY ROCHA, 
LARS, STEVE TEFFT, KRISTEN ROBERTS, CHERYL COMEAU, 
KEITH ROODE, JIM SPINNATO, PAUL FALCONE, STEPHANIE 
HALL, T. RAY TAYLOR, WHIT PETRIE, SEANNIE O'BRIEN(whoot 
whoot), KAREN JOSEPH WILSON, STEVE WILLIAMS, JJ JOHNSON, 
sweet NIKKI CURIOSO!, JOE CUFF, DONNA SHAWN, SHAWN AL-
LEN, RICK DOUGLAS, MARY ELIZABETH BASILICATO, MELISSA 
MURRAY, JANIE SHAWN, DON HORNE, CATHY MARSHALL, DO-
REEN JOHNSON, MICHELLE PAYNE, GAYLE KIMBALL, KATHI 
MURPHY, DAN LUZZI, ANDY PLANTE, LISA CYR, RHEA SPAULD-
ING, CHERYL BEAL, BILL THIBEAULT, MARK VICTORIA, SA-
MANTHA DUCHESNEAU, LORELEI FRANTZ, NANCY MENHART, 
LINDA BARBER, ANGELA MOZZOCHI, KELLY JAMES, JAMES 
HARRIS, PHIL DIIORIO, JOAN DEFANTI, Along with the BAAAAA-
FATTTHA and my FATTTTHHHA BILL on Dec. 6!!! Happy Birthday to 
You All!!
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    So after writing this article and seeing the Birthdays of so many Fabu-
lous Friends, I would like to invite all of you lovely ladies (and some of 
you men:)) to a BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION honoring you on Thurs. Nov 
13 at 6, for an Afterwork Cocktail and Small Bites!! JOAN, LISA, JANIE 
etc...Hope to see you all at the HANDLEBAR CAFE!! Crowns will be 
given to first 10 birthday girls!! (or boys)
    As the Big Holidays draw near, Get Out, Shop Local, see Local Musi-
cians!! Remember Lotsa Cheer, keep the invites coming and I hope to see 
you soon!! Love You Long Time Sweet Flies...Ciao!
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BAND
DATES

Mail Listings to the magazine 
or E-MAIL: 
  Editor@swaves.com

ANDY & BETHANY
6 - Steak Loft, Mystic, CT 7-10

7 - Daniel Packer, Mystic, CT 10pm

8,28 - Shipyard Tavern, Mystic, CT 7-10

14 - Harbour House, Mystic, CT

18 - Pier 27 Lounge, Mystic CT 5-8

21 - Azu, Mystic, CT

23 - 5th Element, Newport, RI noon-3

AZALEA DRIVE
22 - Hot Rod Cafe, New London, CT

26 - Long Shots, Uncasville, CT 7pm

BAD UNKLE
22 - Altones, Jewitt City, CT

BEBOBALOUBOB
7 - Pier 27, Mystic, CT

21 - Germano's, Colchester, CT

BEN KANE
7 - Ridge Winery, Preston, CT 5 - 8pm

14 - Old Roadhouse, New London, CT 6-9pm

15 - Penny Lane, Old Saybrook, CT 7-10pm

16 - Arrigoni Winery, Portland, CT 2:30-5:30pm

17 - Steak Loft, Mystic, CT 7-10pm

21 - Yacht Club, Westerly, RI 8pm

28 - La Vita Gustosa, E. Haddam, CT

BRANDT TAYLOR
6,13,20,27 - Maury's Pub, Danielson, CT 8pm

11 - Wolf Den, Uncasville, CT 8pm

12 - Black Eyed Sally's, Hartford, CT 8pm

14 - Black Sheep, Niantic, CT

15 - Waters Edge, Westbrook, CT

21 - Brazen Hen, Westerly, RI

CHRISTINE COONEY
7,21,28 - Tony D's, New London, CT

5 - Knickerbocker, Westerly, RI

26 - Ancient Mariner, Mystic, CT

CUCUMBER JONES
28 - Black Sheep, Niantic, CT

DAN STEVENS
6 - Plum Island Grille, Newbury, MA

7 - Acoustic Artisans, Portland, ME 

8 - Suds Pub, Bethel, ME

11,18,25 - Nightingale's, Old Lyme, CT

12 - Steak Loft, Mystic, CT

13 - The Fez, Stamford, CT 

14 - Perks & Corks, Westerly, RI

15 - Black Hall Grille, Old Lyme, CT

16 - Delta Grill, New York, NY

19 - Divine Wine Emporium, Niantic, CT

20 - Pond House, Glastonbury, CT

21 - Congregational Church, Old Lyme, CT

22 - Harbor House, Mystic, CT

27 - Smokin' With Chris, Southington, CT

28 - Daniel Packer Inn, Mystic, CT

29 - Gypsy Joynt, Great Barrington, MA

30 - Bill's Seafood, Westbrook, CT

DAN WATSON
5,12,19, - Tipping Chair, Southington, CT 7pm

6,13,20 - Ancient Mariner, Mystic, CT 8pm

7 - Black Sheep, Niantic, CT

8,18 - Daniel Packer, Mystic, CT

9 - Ancient Mariner, Mystic, CT 5pm

14 - Brazen Hen, Westerly, RI

15 - Harp n Hound, Mystic, CT

16,23 - Tara's Pub, Matunuck, RI 3:30pm

24 - Rathskeller, Charlestown, RI 8pm

26 - Mystic Pizza II, N. Stonington, CT 7:30pm

27 - Dog Watch, Stonington, CT 8:30pm

29 - Breachway, Charlestown, RI 7pm

DARIK & THE FUNBAGS
8 - Newport Blues, Newport, RI

14 - The Tavern, Farmington, CT

15 - Club Meadows, E. Longmeadow, MA

22 - Billy Joes, Newburgh, NY

26 - Crush, Milford, CT

THE DRAGONITES
7 - Harbour House, Mystic, CT 8:30pm

FRANKENPHIL
5 - Old Roadhouse, New London, CT 7pm

7 - Penny Lane, Old Saybrook, CT 7:30pm

8,22,26 - Seehund, New London, CT 6pm

15,28 - Grille, Old Lyme, CT 7pm

21 - Dublin, E. Hampton, CT 7:30pm

29 - Toyo Hibachi, Colchester, CT 8pm

30 - Hank's, Narragansett, RI 4pm

THE GOAT ROPERS
21 - VFW, Taunton, MA 8-12

26 - Christophers, Raynham, MA

GOPHERBROKE
7 - Blackthorn, Easton, MA 8-11

13 - Bill's Seafood, Westbrook, CT 6:30-9

22 - Bidwell Tavern, Coventry, CT

GREEN TEA
14 - Strange Brew, Norwich, CT

21 - Cannery, Southbridge, MA

22 - Wood River Inn, Richmond, RI

HIT PLAY
7 - Sneekers, Groton, CT

HOPE ROAD
7 - Rock The Boat, Sommerville, MA 6:30-9:30

8 - Electric Haze, Worcester, MA

26 - Ocean Mist, Matunuck, RI

28 - Knickerbocker, Westerly, RI

JAMES HARRIS
5,12,15,19,26 - Daniel Packer, Mystic, CT

11,18,25 - Harp & Hound, Mystic, CT

7 - Azu, Mystic, CT 8:30pm

14 - Maugle Vineyard, Ledyard, CT 6pm

30 - Perk & Corks, Westerly, RI

KEEP IT ROLLING BAND
7 - Burger Baby, Hartford, CT

26 - Stonehouse, Baltic, CT

LOOSE CHANGE
8 - Burke's, Niantic, CT

14 - Wood River Inn, Wyoming, RI

Ms. MARCI 
& THE LOVESICK HOUNDS
15 - Strange Brew, Norwich, CT 8-11:30pm

MUNSELL BROTHERS 
BAND
8 - Burkes Tavern, Niantic, CT

21 - Old Roadhouse, New London, CT

PIRATES FOR PEACE
15 - Knickerbocker, Westerly, RI

22 - Sneekers, Groton, CT

26 - Surrells, Jewett City, CT

28 - VooDoo Grill, Mystic, CT

29 - Brown Derby, Uncasville, CT

RED LIGHT
7 - Harp & Dragon, Norwich, CT

15 - State St. Saloon, New London, CT 

22 - Uncle Kranky's, Jewett City, CT

26 - Music Lady, Coventry, CT 

28 - JD Coopers, Putnam, CT 

29 - Mardi Gras, Cranston, RI

ROADWORK BAND
29 - Scorz, Norwich, CT

ROB BRANNON
6 - Hard Rock, Foxwoods, CT 8pm

8 - Scorzz, Norwich, CT 8:30pm

14 - Longshots, Uncasville, CT

21 - Lake Tavern, Dayville, CT 8:30pm

SAM E. JAMES
15 - Scorzz, Norwich, CT 8:30pm

STYFF KITTY
14 - Bulkeley House, New London, CT

SUE MENHART BAND
11 - Wolf Den, Uncasville, CT 8pm 

SUNDAY GRAVY
15 - Sneekers, Groton, CT

29 - Dan’s, W. Greenwich, RI

2 CAT ZOO
22 - Dog Watch, Stonington, CT

VERTIGO
15 - Chacers, Norwich, CT

29 - Sneekers, Groton, CT

VILLAGE JAMMERS
7 - Steak Loft, Mystic, CT

13 - Sneekers, Groton, CT

VINCE THOMPSON 
& FRIENDS
8 - Chamard Vineyards, Clinton, CT 4-7pm

20 - Steak Loft, Mystic, CT
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 Upon strolling down Golden Street, 
New London this October, I walked 
down into the bar at 33 Golden bar 
only to come face to face with Doc-
tor Gasp playing surfy songs about 
mouthfuls of candy corn . . artfully 
crooning about vampires and bones 
in baritone before going falsetto 
on his great cover of early 60s hit 
“Monster Mash.”  Gasp’s fun stage 
act energized the crowd to get ready 

for Straight to VHS, who showcased live performances of their new album 
“Weekend Weekend Weekend.” 
  The band Straight to VHS consists of tall bassist Tim Donnel, drummer 
Jay Silva and frontman/guitarist Jon Young.  Jon’s cool turquoise guitar 
and howling vocals kicked things off on “You’re On Your Own Now” with 
the great “Oh No!” chorus.  “Going Crazy” and “Walking Dead” were next, 
in which the band sounded a bit like the Dead Kennedies.  The flannel-
and-leather-laced crowd showed that Fall is finally upon us as customers 
relaxed in dark cavernous tables and familiar local characters sipped beer 
and mellowly puffed electronic cigarettes. The band’s fiery rock energy 
was a perfect backdrop to a fun night out with friends.
  The band met 5 years ago at 2-Wives Pizza when Jay agreed to play drums 
for Jon on a cheap drum kit (while completely sober).  The bassist Tim had 
been with the band for 2 years after creative differences caused their former 
bassist to part ways.  The band had become accustomed to and comfortable 
with having Tim around and they clicked instantaneously with his fast-
playing bassist musicianship.
  The band describes their new album “Weekend weekend weekend” as 
like a best friend which they would play for a living if necessary.  Some 
key tunes off the album include “Sore Loser” whose chorus slowly creeps 
along amidst violent lyrics about cannibalistic sex . . ending with a guitar 
that chugs along after slowing down to a 1-string groove.  Other tunes 
include “Casino Baby” with its tremolo guitar and seductive lyrics about 
staying up until dawn.  The themes of losing money and friends are preva-
lent on the country-tinged “Mountain Song,” whose twangy riff speeds up 
as Jon sings of loneliness, death and whiskey.  Jon’s tragic car accident 
put a halt to recording with their CT College sound engineer, but the loyal 
support of friends hastened his recovery . . providing impetus and urgency 
towards finishing this fine new record. .
  “Punk Rock Black Girls” and “Yeah Yeah Yeah” are among the band’s 
favorites off their new album: the former with its vocal whoos and the 
latter with its 3-beat-3 chord chorus.  The band even sounds a bit like the 
Buzzcocks on “I Can Sing Like a Bitch Too.”     The highlight of the show 
was when drummer Jay threw off his shirt and stepped into the spotlight on 
guitar..his arms afrenzy as he jammed away to “Punk Rock Black Girls.”  
Their edgy guitar and bass-lines-played-at-the-speed-of-light leave a lot 
of positive things to say about Straight to VHS and their crowd anticipate 

many more good shows to come!  

Straight to VHS Gets 
the Fall Crowd

Rolling At 33 Golden 
By Andrew Krebs

Ace Frehley
21 - Wolf Den, Uncasville, CT

Arlo Guthrie
14 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Bob Dylan
15 - Perf. Arts Ctr., Providence, RI

Brian Setzer Orchestra
28 - Grand Theater, Mashantucket, 
CT

Crystal Bowersox
7 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Eric Johnson
13 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Mannheim Steamroller
28 - Perf. Arts Ctr., Providence, RI 
 

Mary Black
9 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Paul Anka
12 - The VETS, Providence, RI

Ryan Montbleau
30 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Sister Sparrow 
And The Dirty Birds
7 - The Spot, Providence, RI
20 - Mohegan Sun, Uncasville, CT  

Spyro Gyra
16 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Straight No Chaser
23 - The VETS, Providence, RI 
29 - Mohegan Sun, Uncasville, CT

Trace Adkins
21 - Perf. Arts Ctr., Providence, RI

Trans-Siberian Orchestra
16 - Mohegan Sun, Uncasville, CT

Usher
14 - Mohegan Sun, Uncasville, CT



www.Swaves.com12 SOUND WAVES



SOUND WAVES 13www.Swaves.com



www.Swaves.com14 SOUND WAVES

By Bill Harriman
   Can you judge a musician by the company he keeps? If so then what does 
that say about Doyle Bramhall II? He’s a producer who has worked with 
the likes of Sheryl Crow and Willie Nelson. He’s a guitarist who by the 
time he was eighteen years old was already on the road as a special guest 
of the Fabulous Thunderbirds. Since then he’s recorded and/or toured with 
such notables as Roger Waters, Derek Trucks, Susan Tedeschi, BB King, 
and Eric Clapton. In fact these past several years Eric rarely takes the stage 
without Doyle by his side. He’s also played with T-Bone Burnett, Elton 
John, Gary Clark Jr., Gregg Allman, Dr. John, and countless others. He just 
finished up the Experience Hendrix tour where he was part of a tribute to 
Jimi that included Buddy Guy, Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Jonny Lang, Eric 
Johnson, Rich Robinson, Zakk Wilde, Chris Layton, Ana Popovic, Eric 
Gales, and Billy Cox. How’s that for company?
   The fact that Doyle Bramhall II is a virtuoso musician was practically 
pre-ordained. His father, Doyle senior, was a mainstay on the Texas blues 
scene. When his dad was in high school he started a band with Jimmie 
Vaughan called the Chessman. In fact they once opened for Jimi Hendrix 
in Dallas. A few years later he was in a band with Jimmie’s younger brother 
Stevie Ray called The Nightcrawlers. Doyle Bramhall went on to have an 
excellent solo career culminating in his critically acclaimed 1994 release 
called “Bird Nest on the Ground.” Both father and son played on that re-
cord. Sadly, Doyle passed away at the much too early age of 62 back in 
2011. 
   The younger Doyle first started to make a name for himself back in the 
early nineties with a band called Arc Angels. The band’s name is an ac-
ronym of the Austin Rehearsal Complex where many a jam session took 
place. This is a group that featured Charlie Sexton along with Double Trou-
ble’s Tommy Shannon and Chris Layton. They formed shortly after Double 
Trouble’s lead singer and guitarist extraordinaire Stevie Ray Vaughan died 
tragically in a helicopter crash. 
   Doyle Bramhall II has always been a fascinating dude. He’s left handed 
but he plays a right handed guitar strung upside-down. It’s rare to see some-
one play this way but it certainly works for him. Like his father, Doyle is 
also a great looking guy with perhaps the most magnificent head of hair in 
all of rock and roll. Not even a young Bon Jovi or Van Halen could top the 
hairdo that Doyle is sporting these days! He’s also dates the Oscar winning 
actress Renee Zellweger. He’s been in the news lately because she’s been 

in the news lately! However, the bottom line is that they really 
are a super cool looking couple and they certainly appear to be 
quite happy with each other. 
   Doyle will start a new tour with his own band around the 1st 
of November. They’ll be coming through Westerly, Rhode Is-
land on Saturday November 8th taking the stage at the historic 
Knickerbocker Café. This phone interview took place on the 
afternoon of Wednesday October 1st.

  BH – I understand that you’re finally working on a new CD?
  DB - “I’m actually on tour right now with Experience Hen-
drix but I’m trying to go into the studio on the off days but I’m 
definitely writing. When I get back off this tour and in between 
other tours I’m doing I’ll be in a studio working on a release 
next year.”

  BH – Will the new CD be made with the same set of musi-
cians or will you be using a variety of special guests?
  DB - “I don’t know. At the moment it will probably be me 
playing a lot of the stuff on it. I just went in the studio and re-
corded a few songs and I was playing drums, bass, guitar, and 
keyboard stuff. So it will probably be just a mixture of all kinds 

D O Y L E
B R A M H A L L  l l

of things. I have gathered a lot of musicians over the years that I respect so 
I’ll probably have a lot of different people coming in and out to play on it. I 
do like actually recording myself and putting down my ideas that way.”

  BH – I was there when the Experience Hendrix tour came through Con-
necticut in the spring. Where are you now?
  DB – “We started in Florida and we’re in Texas now. We’re going all 
through the south and up the west coast.”

  BH – Why do you think the music of Jimi Hendrix still resonates more 
than forty years after his death?
  DB - “I just think that he was just such a powerful composer. He was so 
innovative on the guitar in every way, melodically, his solos, his guitar 
parts everything about what he did had a purpose. Everything matches ev-
erything, like the guitar tones he got on his solos matched what the melody 
was conveying. It was like the perfect tone for the perfect melody in a way 
that was very innovative and had never been done before. I think it still 
resonates because first of all they’re great songs. You have great songs and 
great melodies and great sounds. You have innovation and not only that but 
probably the most powerful guitar player that’s ever lived. So that shines 
like a star even after dying. It’s still shining.” 

  BH – I also heard that you worked on the new Bettye LaVette CD. I think 
it’s called “Worthy.”
  DB - “We had done an album a few years ago that had ‘Joy’ on it and 
that album, I think it had won a Grammy for her. (The album was the 2005 
release “I Got My Own Hell to Raise”) We did that record and it was a Joe 
Henry production. And he just called me up and said that he was doing 
another Bettye record. I loved the way that one turned out so I said yes. We 
went back in the studio and spent about four days in Joe’s studio and it was 
fast and furious. I think it might actually beat the first record which was 
amazing. So I think it’s really, really strong and I was really happy for her 
that she has that album now to go out on tour with.”

  BH – I heard that you’ll be a guest guitarist on Susan Tedeschi’s next 
CD.
  DB – “I didn’t hear about that but it’s possible. I work with Derek Trucks 
and Susan on the Tedeschi/Trucks albums. I go down and write with them 
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on go on tour and do cameo appearances with them. So I’m on their record 
together.”

  BH – Let’s talk about Eric Clapton. I really liked his record “The Breeze: 
An Appreciation of JJ Cale.” It must have been cool to be a part of that?
  DB - “It was. I know that Eric flew over to record in the same studio that 
he had recorded ‘The Road to Escondido’ which was the JJ Cale and Eric 
Clapton collaboration before. That was the Ocean Way studio. It was the 
studio that JJ Cale said he did his first recording in Los Angeles in like 
1963 or something, in that same building. It was cool, you know, it was 
one of the things where Eric asked me to be on the floor and there were five 
guitar players, most of them from Tulsa with me and Eric. And there were 
three or four drummers on the floor with a bass player and sometimes two. 
There were two keyboard players with Walt Richmond (long time Clap-
ton collaborator) of course. But anyway it was amazing to have that many 
players on the floor and everything makes sense. There was some really 
beautiful stuff, really old school almost like a little mini-orchestra. He also 
had special guests come in and out. There were people coming in and out of 
the studio all day like Tom Petty and David Lindley and it was really cool. 
I think it showed everybody’s real fondness for JJ Cale who is a master to 
everybody that was in there. It was nice, it was really nice.”

  BH- What a compliment it must have been to have Eric Clapton and BB 
King ask you to play on the “Riding with the King” CD that the two of 
them made together. 
  DB - “Yeah it was huge because I listened to the album ‘Live at the Regal’ 
actually all of BB’s records I listened to growing up. I love BB King and 
that’s where I started my guitar playing was through BB and then once I 
started branching out more with Cream and all the Eric Clapton stuff. So 
yeah, it was a huge thing for me. I was sort of in disbelief the whole time as 
I was making my way down to the studio. And then when I walked in the 
studio, just that alone, I walked in and they were playing one of my songs. 
Eric was trying to show BB my song and I remember I was in the control 
room looking through the glass listening to them play it and thinking ‘how 
is this even possible that they’re playing my song?’ It was so weird. And 
then Eric spotted me and said ‘Hey come meet BB! Come on the floor and 
grab a guitar.’”

  BH – People have commented on how you play your guitar strung upside 
down. My question to you is I’m surprised that nobody tried to change this 
habit seeing how you grew up in a musical family surrounded by guitar 
players.
  DB - “Well, I had a guitar around that had really high action and when I 
first started playing, I actually just started tinkering around on this guitar 
and it was really hard to play. So I actually put it on my lap and played 
it like a lap steel and pushed down the notes on the strings off to the fret 
board that way because I had enough strength to push down the strings that 
way. If I tried to play it regularly it would just hurt my hands. I learned a 
lot of songs, strumming and chords, just playing on my lap. And I guess 
that was turned left-handed but I didn’t know that. Once I started playing 
enough I just pulled the guitar out and started playing holding it the proper 
way. I was in my room all the time so I didn’t come out and I didn’t even 
think about it. It didn’t cross my mind that it was left-handed upside down. 
It didn’t mean anything to me because all I was doing was picking up a gui-
tar and playing it. So that’s what it was and that’s how I held it. So I didn’t 
even think about it until later on I was going to take a lesson or something 
and the person said ‘oh you’re holding it the wrong way’ and I said ‘but I 
know two hundred songs!’ By that time I thought if I have to change the 
way I play to get taught then maybe I’ll just keep going with my own self 
taught way because it’s working out for me.”
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  BH – You talked about Derek Trucks and Susan Tedeschi a little earlier. 
They seem to balance a family life with the demands of a touring band as 
well as anyone I’ve ever seen. How are you able to do that?
  DB - “For me it’s been a little different. Derek and Susan are a mother 
and father that are together. They’re co-parenting together and on the road 
together. So that makes it easier that they’re on the road together. And their 
whole set up with the brothers and sisters and family and Derek’s mom, 
they all pull together and it’s a real family affair with them. The parents 
come out and bring the kids and they spend a lot of time with them even 
when they’re in school. They have a great routine. The kids are used to it 
and they grew up with it that way so it’s not like taking them out of a struc-
tural thing that messes them up. That’s what they know and everybody is 
really cool with it. For me I don’t have that. I’m divorced and my kids live 
with my ex so it’s a little tougher. I fly back as much as possible if I’m not 
on the road and spend as much time as I can with them because that brings 
me more joy than anything, spending time with my kids.”

  BH – What kind of band will we see you with when you get to the Knick-
erbocker Café on Saturday November 8th?
  DB - “I’m piecing together the band now and I’m going to be trying out 
a little different instrumentation in my band. I’m trying out this Hammond 
organ player that pumps bass on the organ and I have a guitar player that 
will be switching up playing some bass starts and guitar starts. And I have 
a drummer who played with Afghan Whigs for years and now he’s going to 
be on this gig with me. It’s sort of like having twice as many musicians be-
cause the organ player is also playing bass on half the tunes and the guitar 
player is going to play bass on half the tunes. Hopefully I’ll be able to do a 
wide arrange of songs and not just stick to blues stuff completely.”

  BH – We recently lost Johnny Winter. Did you know him during your 
Texas day and is there anything you’d like to say about him?
  DB - “I actually didn’t cross paths with him too much. He wasn’t really 
in my circle but I remember his old records and the Woodstock days. The 
stuff that I heard about him was mainly through Tommy Shannon, his bass 
player who was in the Arc Angels and Stevie Ray’s band too. I know that 
Tommy had just so much respect for Johnny. But I never went to see him 
but I definitely respected what he did and I really loved that more dobro-
acoustic record he did way back.”

  BH – I know that long time fans of yours ask about the Arc Angels and 
whether or not you’ll be getting back together again. Are there any plans 
for that in the future?
  DB - “Well we’ve done that a few times and I don’t know. It’s hard to tell 
because I’m focusing heavily on my solo career and I’ve put my solo career 
on hold for all the other side projects that I’ve had or for people that I’ve 
worked for like Roger Waters and Eric Clapton. So for me, I’m ramping 
up so much with my thing, and it takes a lot to stay highly motivated to 
keep doing it just because I have kids now and family. You don’t want to 
spend your entire life, especially then they’re in school, away from them. 
But yet I want to build on my career now so I can hopefully in the future 
have enough of a fan base around the states and internationally that I can 
go on tour for four or five months out of the year and have people come out 
to see shows. But yeah, I’m focusing so much on my thing now. It’s been 
fourteen years since my last solo album so it’s hard to think about doing an 
Arc Angel thing but you never know, maybe. We definitely have chemistry 
together so if we were to get together and it seemed like a side project we 
wanted to do once my solo career is more established in this era I think that 
I’ll feel more comfortable with doing that as a side project.”

   The drummer that Doyle is referring to is Cully Symington and the sec-
ond guitarist is Billy Cassis. Both of them are Austin, Texas natives. Be-
sides the Afghan Whigs, Cully has been a part of many bands throughout 
the years. In fact, over the past decade he has been the drummer on ten 
different records with ten different bands. 
   Billy goes back a long way with Doyle. When the two of them aren’t 
together you can usually find him rocking out with his popular Texas band 
Soul Hat. 
   Rounding out the group is bass man Ted Pecchio. This guy has played 
with both the Susan Tedeschi band and Col. Bruce Hampton and the Co-
detalkers. Lately he’s been seen on stage with the great blues/rock guitarist 
Tinsley Ellis. 
   There’s been a musical connection between Austin, Texas and Westerly, 
Rhode Island ever since Jimmie Vaughan hooked up with our own Fran 
Christina in the early days of the Fabulous Thunderbirds. Jimmie’s been on 
that Knickerbocker Café stage countless times and now Doyle Bramhall II, 
with all of his rich musical history, keeps that tradition alive. Doyle will 
finally take his place along side all of the great guitar players who have 
graced that legendary venue throughout the years. Let’s get out there to see 
him on November 8th and give him and his band mates a rowdy and rock-
ing Rhode Island welcome! 
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By Tony Sardo

 What a fast summer we had, it’s 
already November. Do not forget 
to vote. An uncast vote means I do 
not care what happens to my state, 
or government. Please cast a vote. 
November is also the celebration of 
Veterans Day. Thanks to all of you 
who are serving and have served. 
You make it possible for the rest of 
us to be able to vote.
   I am not sure if I am just lucky or I 
am fishing for tatoug (black fish) in 
the right spots, but there are sure a 
lot of big fish out there. Good eating 
too. I have caught my limit every 
time out of over five pound fish. The 
season should be longer and the bag 
limit higher maybe eight fish per 
angler. I don’t see a problem with a 
lack of fish, DEEP take note. I no-

ticed there are no seals in the sound yet. Those guys eat thirty pounds of 
fish a day. Could be the reason we have so many fish around. Bad year for 
bass in the sound but I see twenty pound fish eating the skins of my filets at 
the dock. Good omen for next year.       
The biggest eating holiday of the year, Thanksgiving, is just around the cor-
ner. Roast beef or turkey, lobster, crown roast of pork are a few choices of a 
main dish that can be served. Traditionally turkey is the main item cooked. 
Break tradition and serve something different. Roast beef is always good. 
Buy a rib eye, one pound per person should be okay after it is cooked it 
will reduce to three quarters of a pound. A full rib eye or you could use a 
sirloin roast, about twelve pounds is enough for ten people or maybe eight, 
you have to figure shrinkage and waste. When you pick your beef look at 
the ends and find the fattiest one you can find. Fat means flavor and tender-
ness. By fat I mean the white in the red meat, it is called marbleization, 
the more the merrier. When you unwrap the roast, wipe it dry with a paper 
towel. Take equal amounts of salt, black pepper, ground, and granulated 
garlic place it in a bowl, enough to cover the whole roast on the outside. 
Rub the mixture on the whole roast especially on the ends. Heat your oven 
to 400  degrees. Put two inches of a good wine in your roasting pan, you 
are allowed to taste the wine to make sure it is good wine, this is the base 
of your au jus. Put the roast in  the pan, pan  in the oven. Till the roast 
turns brown about ten minutes. Now turn the oven down to 275 degrees till 
the temp in the middle of the roast is 110 degrees. ABOUT ONE AND A 
HALF HOURS. Take your roast out of the oven and let it rest for twenty 
minutes before cutting. If you have any questions E mail me. Buy a Taylor 
chefs thermometer and calibrate it, you do not want to overcook the roast. 
Taylor allows you to calibrate by placing ice in a glass of water and placing 
the business end of the thermometer in the water, it should read thirty two 
degrees if it does not move the dial with the wrench provided on the case. 
For the other items serve them at Christmas. I asked my Grandmother for 
recipes and she said your Italian you do not need one.   
         

  I have been asked to write about hot peppers so here I go. Your taste buds 
depend on your ability to smell, if you have a cold your ability to taste is 
not so good. I do not know why anyone would want to punish their taste 
buds with burning peppers. Some of us do once in a while I guess.  
  The scale used to rate the hotness of peppers rates the ghost pepper as the 
eighth hottest pepper. The Carolina reaper is number one , Trinidad moruga 
scorpion is number two, 7 pot douglak number three, Trinidad scorpion 
number four, butch t five, maga 6 per is six, 7pot primo number seven, and 
bhut joiokia (GHOST PEPPER) is eighth. If you use any of these wear 
double gloves to handle them. Be very careful what you touch after you 
remove the gloves. There are many different types of chili peppers that add 
good flavor to some dishes. Chile is an item that needs a little heat, and 
there or many others. Not all chilies are hot jalapeños for example are mild 
and hot, so are banana peppers. Cooking with spice is fun but be careful. 
When you cook a hot pepper you are intensifying its strength, taste as you 
go. So called pepper seeds are crumbled red chilies. Different types of pep-
per excite different parts of your mouth. Some burning sensations linger 
some are only momentary. Tabasco sauce is a good example of a momen-
tary hot sensation. And a good spice to use to enhance flavor. It is made 
in many different degrees of hot. Try the green Tabasco on egg dishes it’s 
wonderful. Black, white, red, green whole pepper seeds, crushed are also 
good flavor enhancers. Hope you enjoyed. 
  Good cooking and eat well at your Thanksgiving Day feast.
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BOATS

M U S I C I A N S

CLASSIFIED • CLASSIFIED 

SPINDRIFT GUITARS:
Spindrift guitars is a retailer of 
quality stringed instruments. We 
have excellent exposure for con-
signment pieces, offer in house 
guitar/amplifier repairs and ap-
praise instruments. We are seeking 
used guitars for consignment. Let 
our knowledgable staff and beauti-
ful space feature your name brand  
guitars. 860-444-2112

DOCKAGE FOR THE 2015 
SEASON:   MYSTIC SHIP-
YARD EAST. For boat up to 32’ 
with a maximum 4’ draft. $3200 
value. Selling for $2200. Call 860-
572-5738 
or email editor@swaves.com
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