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By Mark T. Gould

“Will Work 
For……..

Bruuuuuuce”

  Two. $75. Tickets. 
  Nosebleeds. 
  Barely in the building.
  You’d think it wouldn’t be that hard.
  But, then, you’d be wrong.
  “Springsteen on Broadway.” 
Intimate. With the same stories we’ve 
heard him tell for years from various 
stages, but without 20,000 of my clos-

est “Bruceaholic” friends screaming and yelling in my ears.
  Acoustic. Quiet. Just the Boss. A couple of guitars.  A piano. 
And, of course, Patti.
  I did mention this is Bruce Springsteen, right?
  I first saw him in concert outdoors, in a parking lot, at UConn in the spring 
of ’74. 
  The tickets were easy to come by.
  They were free.
  Since then, I’ve been to over 40 shows, and I’ve always found a way, by 
hook or by crook, to find tickets.
  Sometimes, it’s been the luck of draw with that frustrator of all frustrators, 
Ticketmaster (Hey, I go back far enough back with the Boss that I even got 
tickets for his earliest shows decades ago via the long-lost but not-so-long-
lamented Ticketron, the precursor of Ticketmaster).
  One time, during my law school days in Portland, Oregon, I walked up to 
the ticket office on the day of the show, and got floor seats. I nearly passed 
out from the shock and almost missed the show.
  Now, we all know there’s little chance of that happening here on the Right 
Coast, but it was, nonetheless, pretty cool.
  More recently, it’s been the “Friends of Jimmy.”
  If you live in Connecticut, and you go to concerts, you should know what 
that is. If you don’t, well, it’s your loss.
  Heck, sometimes it’s even been the “Friends of Mark.” Once, I exchanged 
money for Bruce tickets with a friend of a friend in the parking lot near the 
outlet stores in Clinton. 
  It all felt very CIA-ish.
  Be it for shows in stadiums, arenas, theatres, and even the UConn parking 
lot, one way or another, I’ve never had a problem getting tickets to see him 
for the past, oh, 45 years or so.
  That is, at least, until “Springsteen on Broadway.”
  To say that there is a relatively high demand for tickets in the cozy confines 
of the 975-seat Walter Kerr Theatre would be akin to saying that Bruce puts 
on a fairly decent live show. 
  Being that this tiny room is about as far away, figuratively and literally, 
as one could get from seeing him surrounded by, say, 80,000 people in a 
stadium, and supply and demand being what they are, the ticket prices are, 
as we sometimes say in the law, “ginormous.”
  Try $850 to $500 in what they call the first ticket price range “ginor-
mous.”

  I quickly dismissed that rarified air, figuring that one mortgage was enough 
of a burden for me.
  But, then, I found out there was a second range. 
  Ah, the good old second range.
  $400 (I guess, in the scheme of things, that’s “semi ginormous”) down to 
$75.
  Wait. $75.
  ‘It’s a very small venue (duh),’ I reasoned to myself. ‘There’s not really a 
bad seat in any Broadway theatre.’
  $75 I could do.
  Bruce being Bruce, that is a Man of the People, he wanted to make it as 
fair as possible, and hopefully eliminate the scourge of ticket scalping.
  So, when the initial shows went on sale, his people offered up something 
called “Verified Fan Tickets,” administered by, you guessed it, our dear 
friends at Ticketmaster.
  It was a bit tricky.
  Interested ticket buyers would register via the Ticketmaster web site, and 
then wait in a lottery queue, this, of course, being the digital age, for a text 
with a code, which would, at the appropriate time, lead to a link to purchase 
tickets.
  I swear it would be easier to walk into Fort Knox.
  Which is pretty much where all the money from the ticket sales may be 
going.
  Nonetheless, I dutifully registered, and waited.
  And, waited. 
  And, waited.
  No text. No code. No link.
  Which, even I could figure out, meant no tickets.
  OK, so the lottery didn’t reach me for the first series of shows.
  Then Bruce being Bruce, a Man of the People, extended his Broadway run 
for several more weeks of performances.
  I had another shot at it.
  The appointed day arrived. 
  Same deal. 
  Register. Text. Code. Link.
  So, I registered and waited again.
   And, again.
  Same old, same old. 
  No text. No code. No link. No tickets.
  No dice.
  Frustrating? 
  Ya think?
  But, then there were rumors that there might be a third run of shows.
  I waited, checking daily for an announcement on all of the usual on-line 
fan sites.
  Then came the announcement. Bruce being Bruce, a Man of the People, 
had extended his residency for a few more months. 
  That was the good news.
  That bad news was that there were fewer shows each week, and it defi-
nitely would not be extended again beyond mid-December of this year.
  A tough nut just became even tougher to crack.
  By now, you know the drill.
  Everybody together now: 
  Register. Text. Code. Link.
  The on-sale day arrived. 
  Lo and behold, miracles do happen.  I get a text around 10 a.m., giving me 
the code and the link.
  Immediately, I got excited.  Very excited. 
  Broadway, and Bruce, here I come.
  Then, I read the small print. 
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  I was in the third group, and thus could not purchase tickets until 1 p.m. 
that day, when, after all the lucky folks ahead of me in the first two groups 
who were probably as interested in a bargain as I was finished buying their 
tickets, there would be virtually no chance that any of the $75 ones would 
still be available when they finally got around me. 
  I was suitably perplexed as I p.m. arrived.
  I clinked on the aforementioned link and logged into the ticket site.
  I hate it when I am right. 
  All of the $75 tickets were long gone.
  But, Ticketmaster consoled me, telling me that I could purchase $400  to 
$850 tickets for pretty much any night.
  Uh, no.
  There’s rejection, and then, there’s rejection.
  There had to be another way.
  A few weeks later, voila. 
  I got an e-mail from Playbill, the good folks who create and distribute 
those programs that we all get gratis at Broadway shows.
“’Springsteen on Broadway’ Announces $75 Digital (writer’s note: Digital. 
Naturally……) Lottery.”
  $75. 
  Not $850. 
  Not $400.
  $75.
  Dutifully, and somewhat sheepishly, I went to their, yes, digital site to 
register. 
  It turned out that they were going to offer a lottery for the chance to 
purchase two $75 tickets for each performance until the end of the run in 
mid-December.
  Ok, then. 
  To register for said lottery, I just needed to give them my name, e-mail ad-
dress, cell phone number, and, digital being what digital is, prove to them 
that I am not a robot by clicking on all of the pictures that have street signs, 
cars, mail boxes and cumulus clouds in them.
  Whew.
  But, I do it. 
  Name. E-mail. Cell number. Non-robotic.
  Later that day, I got my first response.
  It showed up in my e-mail “junk” folder, which turned out to be a fitting 
omen, under the circumstances.
  ‘Hi, Mark (writer’s note: they try to be chummy before they disappoint 
you). Unfortunately, you did not win a chance to purchase tickets….You 
can click here (writer’s note: yet another freaking link!!) to enter the next 
lottery.’
  Blah. Blah. Blah.
  As of this writing, I have entered the lottery every day for over three 
months.
  That’s right. Three months of Name. E-mail. Cell number. Non-robotic.
  Frankly, at this point, it all feels very robotic.
  And, if you’ve followed the story so far, you must have be thinking that if 
I am still writing this depressing drivel, then I still don’t have tickets. 
  You would be right.
  All I want is two $75 tickets.
  That’s right.
  Two. $75. Tickets.
  Wash your car? Mow your lawn? Babysit your kid?
  Let’s make a deal. 
  He’s only there until December.
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Build It And They Will 
Come….

The Shaboo Stage 
Comes Alive

By Ali Kaufman
  David Foster knows a thing or two about music.  He is also well versed in 
helping his community, once again his areas of expertise will collide and 
Connecticut will be all the better for it.    Friday, August 3, world renown 
artists, José Feliciano and Peabo Bryson will christen the brand new Sha-
boo Stage in Willimantic on Jillson Square.   This permanent structure is 
immense, raised 4 feet off the ground, and 90 feet across by 60 feet deep, 
at it’s lowest point from the deck, the rafters are 30 feet in the air.  This is a 
bandshell that has the ability to host anything!  From symphonies to multiple 
acts, the rafters have a capacity to bear the weight of 18 tons of lights, sound 
equipment and drapery    When David was approached for his input on how 
to best use this grant from the state his stipulation was that he wanted con-
trol on the spec’s.  He got control and the state got not only his vast knowl-
edge but his financial support as well and an extraordinary amphitheater 
was born.  Going forward the hope is to add a sound and light system that 
will remain for the viable season so productions will not be priced out of the 
market due to technical 
costs.  This is a dream 
come true for the man 
that hundreds of thou-
sands of people credit 
with making the best 
musical memories of 
their lives.  The Shaboo 
Inn opened in October 
1971 and saw the likes 
of Howlin Wolf, Bon-
nie Raitt, Big Mamma 
Thornton and Muddy 
Waters himself grace it's stage.  James Cotton’s legendary album, Live & 
on the Move was recorded there as well as history making moments like 
Aerosmith’s first live performance of Dream On.  The stories of shows that 
took place over the 11 years it operated seem like fantasy but it was real 
and Willimantic is poised to make more magic happen with this remarkable 
entertainment opportunity.
  The August 3rd show will be a benefit for the Generations Family Health 
Center and the incredible music will continue through the weekend with 
the second day, Saturday August 4th, bringing The Shaboo All Star Re-
view to the stage, starting at 3:30 with Bruce John, John Cafferty, Michael 
“Tunes” Atunes, James Montgomery, Christine Ohlman, Mike Finnigan 
and the Uptown Horns together for an unforgettable night star studded en-
tertainment.   As if all that wasn’t enough, the weekend will wrap with Get 
The Led Out: The American Led Zeppelin.  Both days will have stage dedi-
cations, many state officials and fancy folk in attendance to support Wil-
limantic's hard working charities, Covenant Soup Kitchen, The No Freeze 
Project and Windham Area Interfaith Ministry.  Many food vendors, beer 
and wine tent organized by Willimantic Brewing Company will be on site 
to complete this wonderful weekend in Eastern CT.
  For all details and to purchase tickets, please visit  

www.shabooreunion.com
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BAND
DATES

Mail Listings to the magazine 
or E-MAIL: 
  Editor@swaves.com

ANDY CHANEY & FRIENDS
13 - Harbour House, Mystic, CT 7pm
15 - Ridge Vineyard, Preston, CT 12pm
16 - Daniel Packer, Mystic, CT 9pm
26 - Irons, Mystic, CT 5pm

ASHLEY JONES
13 - Casona Restaurant, Hartford, CT 6pm
25 - Old Lyme Inn, Old Lyme, CT 6pm
21 - Daniel Packer, Mystic, CT 10pm
27 - Daddy Jacks, New London, CT

ASHLEY YOUNG BAND
21 - Brown Derby, Uncasville, CT
22 - Octane, New London, CT (day)
27 - Sneekers, Groton, CT
28 - C.C. O’Brien’s, Pawcatuck, CT

AZALEA DRIVE
11 - Beach Park, Waterford, CT 6pm
27 - Harbour House, Mystic, CT 8pm

BEBOBALOUBOB
7 - Witch Meadow Campground, Salem, CT 7-11
13 - Angelico's, E. Hampton, CT 7-11
14 - Acorn Acres, Bozrah, CT 7-11
20 - Tamarack, Voluntown, CT 8-12

BROKE N' HUSTLIN'
20 - Angie’s, Mystic, CT
23 - Daniel Packer, Mystic, CT
29 - Yarde Tavern, Enfield, CT

THE CARTELLS
5,14 - Norwich Inn, Norwich, CT 6:30pm
6 - Maugle Sierra, Ledyard, CT 6pm
7 - La Vita, E. Haddam, CT 8pm
9,16,23,30 - Point Inn, Old Saybrook, CT 6pm
11,28 - Bill's Seafood, Westbrook, CT 7pm
12 - Gazebo Concert, Southbury, CT 6pm
13 - Washington Park, Groton, CT 6:30pm
15 - Nordic Lodge, Charlestown, RI 4pm
19 - Community Center, East Lyme, CT 7pm 
22,29 - Maugle Sierra, Ledyard, CT 3pm
25 - Park and Rec., Waterford, CT 6pm
26 - Fountain Park, Wilbraham, MA 6:30pm
27 - Pazzo Cafe, Rocky Hill, CT 7pm

THE CRITIC'S
21 - Witch Meadow Campground, Salem, CT 7-11

DAN WATSON
4 - Dog Watch, Mystic, CT

5,12,19,26,27 - Mahogany Shoals, B.I.,RI 
6,28 - Harbor House, Mystic, CT
7,15 - Friar Tucks, Mystic, CT
10,24,29 - Ancient Mariner, Mystic, CT 
11 - Point 138, Grisworld, CT 
13 - Harp n Hound, Mystic, CT 
14 - Breachway Grill, Charlestown, RI
18 - America’s on The Wharf, Norwich, CT 
20 - Rocking The Greens, Norwich, CT 
25 - Steak loft, Mystic, CT 

DARIK & THE FUNBAGS
3 - Blu, East Greenwich, RI 8pm
4 - Dockside, Newport, RI 10pm
6 - Hilton, Mystic, CT 7pm
13,14 - Capt. Nicks, Block Island, RI
27 - Sunday River, Newry, ME

DOUBLE THE DIAL
18,25 - Farmers Market, Ledyard, CT 4-7pm

THE DRAWBRIDGE BAND
12 - Public House, Old Lyme, CT 6-9pm
20 - VFW, Preston, CT 7-10pm

FOUR BARREL BILLY 
3 - Seaport RV Resort, Mystic, CT 7pm
5,28 - Back Porch, Old Saybrook, CT 6:30pm
6 - Winchester Café, Portland, CT 8pm
8 - Donahue's, Madison, CT 4:30pm
10 - Summer Concert, Windsor Locks, CT
12 - Soundview Beach, Old Lyme, CT 7-8:30pm
13 - Windmill Tavern, Stratford, CT 8pm
14 - Country Club, Clinton, CT 
20 - Harvey Beach, Old Saybrook, CT 7-8:30pm
26 - Summer Concert, Killingly, CT 6-9pm
27 - June's Outback, Killingworth, CT 8pm
29 - ELKS, Westbrook, CT 2pm

FRANKENPHIL
5 - Twisted Pizza, E. Greenwich, RI 6pm
6 - Georges, Galilee, RI 6pm
8 - La Vita, E. Haddam, CT 1pm
11 - Steak Loft, Mystic, CT 7pm
13 - McBrides, Providence, RI 7pm
14 - Ridge Vineyard, Preston, CT 6pm
15,29 - Steady Habit Brewery, Haddam, CT 2pm
19 - Two Ten Oyster Bar, Narragansett, RI 7pm
20 - Ridge Vineyard, Preston, CT 5:30pm
22 - Marriott, Providence, RI 11am
26 - Nick A Nees, Providence, RI
28 - Penny Lane, Old Saybrook, CT 7:30pm

GOPHERBROKE
8 - Old Mystic Village, Mystic, CT 2-4pm
11 - Town Gazebo, Hope, RI 6:30-8pm
18 - Bill's Seafood, Westbrook, CT 7-10
24 - Greeley Park, Nashua, NH 7-8:30pm
25 - Athletic Complex, Willington, CT 6:30-8:30

HOPE ROAD
12 - Esker Point, Groton, CT 6p-8p
13 - Mohegan Sun, Uncasville, CT
27 - Ocean Beach, New London, CT 

JAMES HARRIS
3,10,17,24,31 - Harp & Hound, Mystic, CT 8pm  

4,11,14,18,25,- Daniel Packer, Mystic, 
CT 9:30pm 5 - Iron's, Mystic, CT 5pm 
6 - Windjammer, Westerly, RI 1pm 
8 - Maugle Sierra, Ledyard, CT 3pm 
13,28 - Friar Tuck's, Mystic, CT 10pm 
19 - Perks & Corks, Westerly, RI
20 - Aquarium, Mystic, CT 6pm
21 - Iron's, Mystic, CT 8pm   
27 - Tuscany, Mohegan, CT
29 - Pizzetta, Mystic, CT 7pm

JEFF PITCHELL
12 - Wolf Den, Uncasville, CT 8pm
13 - Tupelo Hall, Derry, NH 8pm

KEEP IT ROLLING BAND
28 - Town Park, Griswold, CT 4pm

KEN SERIO JAZZ TRIO
7 - Harp & Dragon, Norwich, CT
21 - Tapped Apple, Westerly, RI
29 - Perks & Corks, Westerly, RI

NEW LONDON BIG BAND
13 - Custom House Pier, New London, CT 6pm
25 - New Haven Museum, New Haven, CT 7pm

NICK BOSSE
3 - Rathskeller, Charlestown, RI 8-11
5,12,19,26 - Harbour House, Mystic, CT 5:30-8:30
8 - Harbour House, Mystic, CT 2-4
13 - Cleats, Westerly, RI 6-9
14 - N. Stonington Fair, N. Stonington, CT 3-6
21 - Sneeker's Cafe, Groton, CT 8-11
27 - Two Brothers, Voluntown, CT 8-11

NICK BOSSE
& THE NORTHERN ROOTS 
15 - Rathskeller, Charlestown, RI 3-6

NOAH FELDMAN
5,28 - Strange Brew Pub, Norwich, CT 8pm
6 - River Valley Brewing, S. Windsor, CT 5pm
10 - Wood n' Tap, Hartford, CT 7pm
12,31 - Wood n' Tap, Farmington, CT 8pm
13 - Sailfest HYG, New London, CT 10pm
15 - Tap Room, Westerly, RI 8pm
19 - Downtown Chowdown, Danbury, CT 11am
19 - Three Sheets, New Haven, CT 8pm
27 - Brick & Basil, Norwich, CT 5pm

THE PIRANHA BROTHERS
20  - The Diamond, Glastonbury, CT 8-11
28 - Carmines, E. Hartford, CT
29 - Bills Seafood, Westbrook, CT 3:30-7

POSITIVE NRG
6 - Black Dog, Putnam, CT

RAMBLIN' DAN STEVENS
3,10,17,24,31 - www.icrvradio.com 4pm
3,10,17,31 - Nightingale’s, Old Lyme, CT 6pm
4,11,18,25 - Old Lyme Inn, Old Lyme, CT 6pm

5 - Note Kitchen, Bethel, CT 8pm
6 - Smokin' With Chris, Southington, CT 8pm
7 - Still Hill Brewery, Rocky Hill, CT 2pm
8 - Museum of Art, New Britain, CT 3pm
12 - Town Landing, Deep River, CT 6:30
13 - Big Spring Distillery, Bellefonte, PA
14 - Festival, Stste College, PA 3:30pm
14 - Good Intent Cider, Bellefonte, PA 7:30pm
15 - Slopeside Grill, Palmerton, PA
16 - Bullfrog Brewery, Williamsport, PA
19 - Tapped Apple, Westerly, RI 8pm
20 - Priam Vineyards, Colchester, CT 6pm
21 - Perks & Corks, Westerly, RI 8pm
22 - Hanging Hills Brewing, Hartford, CT 3pm
24 - Camp Horizons, S. Windham, CT 7pm
27 - Chamard Vineyards, Clinton, CT 5pm
28 - Midsummer Fest, Old Lyme, CT noon
28 - Daddy Jack's, New London, CT 8pm
29 - Pa's Place, Guilford, CT 3pm

RIP-ROLLERS
21 - Octane Bar, New London, CT

STYFF KITTY
5 - S. County Commons, Wakefield, RI
13 - Old Town Diner, Coventry, RI
22 - Andrea, Westerly, RI

SUE MENHART BAND
21 - Village Gazebo, Mystic, CT 2pm
28 - Jealous Monk, Mystic, CT 1pm

SUGAR
3,4 - Ballards, Block Island, RI 2pm
15 - Jonathan Edwards, N. Stonington, CT 6pm
18 - Beach Park, Waterford, CT 6pm
20,21 - Gaffney’s, Saratoga Springs, NY 8pm
26 - Esker Pt Beach, Groton, CT 6pm
27 - Bartlem Park, Cheshire, CT 7pm
30 - Wolf Den, Uncasville, CT 7:30pm

SUNDAY GRAVY
8 - The Andrea, Misquamicut Beach, RI 1p-5p
15,29 - Back Porch, Old Saybrook, CT 3p-7p
18 - Steak Loft, Mystic, CT 7pm
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Alexis P. Suter Band
28 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Beth Hart 
25 - College St., New Haven, CT

Chris Robinson Brotherhood
24 - Fete Hall, Providence, RI

Devon Allman Project
25 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Evanescence/Lindsey Stirling
18 - Xfinity Center, Mansfield, MA
25 - Mohegan Sun, Uncasville, CT

G. Love
22 - Jonathan Edwards, N. Stonington, CT
28 - Ocean Mist, Matunuck, RI

Grace Kelly
13 - Kate Center, Old Saybrook, CT

Jake Shimabukuro
27 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT

Joe Louis Walker
25 - Town Beach, Westerly, RI

Lady Antebellum
28 - Xfinity Theatre, Hartford, CT

Martin Sexton
12 - Jonathan Edwards, N. Stonington, CT

Michael Franti
18 - Bold Point Pavilion, E. Providence, RI

Peter Frampton
14 - Grand Theater, Mashentucket, CT

Popa Chubby
11 - Town Beach, Westerly, RI

Preservation Hall Jazz Band
26 - Jonathan Edwards, N. Stonington, CT

Tab Benoit
13 - Infinity Hall, Hartford, CT
 
Walter Trout Band
31 - Kate Center, Old Saybrook, CT
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“Boys of 
Summer”

By Sue Menhart
  I can't tell you how much I love the 
Beach Boys.  Not the boys them-
selves, but the notion of them, the 
thought of them, the aura of them, 
the smell of Tropicana.  They were 
my first concert at the Yale Bowl 
in New Haven, CT a number (!) of 
years ago.  I learned harmonies from 
them, and all kinds of other things 

from them that I could write a book about.   It's just like when you love a 
band so much you can't put your finger on it why.  So anyhow, that's why 
I wrote a song about Brian Wilson.  Well, we all did in the basement one 
night because we were trying to get the bass player to go low enough on 
a different song, just like the cello in Good Vibrations, and it just spiraled 
from there.
  This is how songs happen people.
  So anyhow, we wrote this song about Brian Wilson (from the Beach 
Boys!) and it's quite silly, and it’s on our latest album.  I've had this out-
landish idea about doing a music video on a beach for this song.  It's called 
Party on the Beach.
  Getting people together to do a music video, when it's for your band and 
everything, is pretty much close to impossible but some of us, we still try.  
So anyways, there's been this elaborate plan to shoot a music video, some-
where on a beach in Southeastern Connecticut, maybe at Eastern Point or 
something, but the logistics involved, the red tape, the permissions, the 
licenses, and coordination of schedules is so overwhelming, that just like 
most things in life, I've said, "Ah screw it.  What does it matter?"
  But alas!  I am an optimist!  Forever hopeful!  There is this slim shiver 
of hope that a music video will indeed be shot, for no apparent financial 
or artistic gain, in the coming weeks (and I mean that, summer is short 
'round here people) at a beach nereby.  Get in touch if you want in on the 
fun.  Salut!

  Peruse more cautionary tales, rants and raves over on my blog “Menhart 
Musings” at www.suemenhart.wordpress.com.
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By Andrew Kerbs

“Quiet Giant 
Conjures Up 

Dreamy Album 
Loom”

  Quiet Giant’s recent album Loom 
is a whimsically orchestrated col-
lection of indie-rock with a mix of 
whispery vocals.  This fine band 
consists of Mark Almodovar on 
bass, Will Touri  on guitar, Jared 

Thompson on drums and Danielle Capalbo on guitar and vocals. Although 
Danielle’s vocals are lowly mixed and at times inaudible, the instrumenta-
tion on most of their new album is breathtakingly produced and perfect for 
chilling out to.
  The album starts off with “Cathedral,” which sounds an airplane taking 
off with Will’s 1 chord strumming. Jared has the most unique drum beat off 
all on this great song whose percussions always leaves you guessing and 
Danielle’s vocals are reminiscent of a higher pitched, dreamier and more 
indie version of a Stevie Nicks.  
  Next comes “News Pages” which starts on a slight U2 chug with playful 
guitar picking & a high-pitched wall-of-sound.  “Grey” also features a wall 
of sound as well as a grungy throbbing bass and guitar tremolo that sounds 
like a refreshing trip to the beach.  Similarly, Will and Danielle’s guitars 
echo like Lush-meets- the-Vaselines as guitar chords strum in time with a 
simple rock beat on “In Color.” “Come in Last” has perhaps the trippiest 
sounds of all spacey effects Loom has to offer. Guitars are dissonant before 
resolving to a major chord and voices fade in and out with catchy “Oohs” 
at the end.    
  Interestingly, this band is expert at building up tension with grand cre-
scendos consisting of layers of instrumentation. Minor chords and a rock 
organ add tension to the end of the song “Every Crime” as the guitar gets 
louder like the band Radiohead. Singer Danielle screeches a crescendo at 
the end of “In Color” before the song slams shut with a sudden strident 
jazz chord.
  “Every Crime” is a sad song about crying the passing of time as the singer 
folds her wings as if to distance herself from people she once loved. Fur-
thermore, “Youngest” showcases Will’s low guitar bends and echoey guitar 
jingles.   
  Not every song on Loom is dreamy and effects laden, as some tunes are 
clean, straight-ahead folk and rock.  “High and Mighty” has an ultra-slow 
start and stripped down blues guitar hammer-ons. . shorn of effects.  Will’s 
loose, garage-sounding snare snaps to the rhythm on the Ramones-esque 
song “In Color.”     How about “Echoes” with its bass drums and gentle 
strums, or “Strange Things” which stands out for its audible vocals and 
feedback-laden ending.
  Finally, “Heaviest Metals” closes the album with fast, descending riffs 
that are both melodic and hard rocking at the same time.  The riffs evolve 
into fingerpicking then a fuzzy wall of guitar sound later in the song.  The 
vocals “Oohhs” are as prominent as ever and the album’s interweaving 
of vocals and guitar magic ends the album on as sonorous a note as a Yes 

album.
  Overall, this album gets an A for craft and atmosphere but is weakly 
mixed. Danielle’s words are as sweet as ever but still paining to be under-
stood underneath the layers of guitar and drums for the emotional meaning 
their lyrics try desperately to convey. If only instruments were mixed a bit 
lower so the listener could hear her lyrics. Other than that this album is 
great to play at a café or a chill-out evening amongst rock-n-roll friends.  
Buy it at Telegraph or some other local record store soon! 
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Amy Helm
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By Bill Harriman
   Americana music can be defined as contemporary music that incorpo-
rates various styles of American roots music such as country, bluegrass, 
folk, and rhythm and blues. It can also be described as Robert Earl Keen. 
And what does Robert Earl Keen sound like? Well maybe if you crossed 
the Highwaymen (Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, and Kris 
Kristofferson) with the Drive-By Truckers, he would be the musician you 
would get.
   Keen, who was born in 1956, is part of a group of committed songwriters 
that emerged from Texas and were influenced by the renegade styles of the 
guys in the Highwaymen. This group includes names like Guy Clark, Joe 
Ely, Rodney Crowell, Townes Van Zandt, Steve Earle, and Robert’s great 
friend Lyle Lovett. Through the years Robert’s songs have been covered 
by such artists as George Strait, Nanci Griffith, Montgomery Gentry, The 
Dixie Chicks, Gillian Welsh, Todd Snider, and Shawn Colvin along with 
the aforementioned Joe Ely, Lyle Lovett, and the Highwaymen.
   In 1984 Robert released his first record called “No Kinda Dancer.” To-
day his musical discography includes twelve studio albums and seven live 
ones. His most recent recordings are “Happy Prisoner: The Bluegrass Ses-
sions” which was released in February of 2015 and “Live Dinner Reunion” 
which came out in November of 2016. “Happy Prisoner” is a collection of 
cover songs featuring guest musicians Natalie Maines, Peter Rowan, and 
of course, Lyle Lovett. It’s a serious but beautiful record. In the liner notes 
Robert says, “We played bluegrass in a tiny room until it shook, and the 
music washed over us.” “Live Dinner Reunion” is a raucous good time 
with an array of special guests who sound like they’re having the times 
of their lives. The double disc includes Robert’s two most famous songs: 
“The Road Goes on Forever (and the party never ends),” which is an epic 
tale about a drug dealing ex-con who comes to the rescue of a small-town 
waitress, and “Merry Christmas from the Family,” a hilarious romp that 
will never be mistaken for any Christmas song done by Bing Crosby or Nat 
King Cole. 
   Robert Earl Keen and his band will be back in our area as one of the head-
liners at the Green River Festival held in Greenfield, Massachusetts July 
13th - 15th. This phone interview took place on the afternoon of June 8th.

  BH – Have you been to the Green River Festival before, and do you enjoy 
the festival season as opposed to your own individual shows?
  REK – “I’ve never been to Green River, but I do enjoy the festivals. 
It kind of marks summertime and a turn it up and have a more fun kind 
of show. It's not quite as controlled an environment and that’s why I like 
them.”
  BH – Speaking of fun I don’t think I’ve ever heard a band have such a 
good time as you guys did on the “Live Dinner Reunion” disc.
  REK - "Thank you, I appreciate it. We've been together as a band for a 
long, long time and it's the music that makes it fun. I'll tell you what, for the 
longest time any time I even got the mildest bit irritated about something I 
go 'you know, I got to have that night,’ and it's worth everything to me.”
  BH - Your last studio record was called “Happy Prisoner,” but after lis-
tening to songs like “99 Years for One Dark Day,” “Poor Ellen Smith,” 
and “Long Black Veil,” I don’t think the characters in those songs are very 
happy.
  REK – “Yeah, I know. (laughs) I just pick songs that I love. I didn’t real-
ize there was a pretty high body count until after it was already in the can as 
they say. But regardless, I love those songs. I love the stories, they resonate 
with me, and I had a good time making the record, but I have had a few 
people go ‘Man, come on. Get in the light every once in a while.’” 
  BH – I thought it was a nice touch having Peter Rowan as a guest telling 
a quick story about Bill Monroe.

ROBERT
EARL
KEEN



  REK - “That was sheer luck and I know Peter, he plays with this guy 
that’s an old deadhead near Austin. They’re friends and he just dropped by 
to say hello. Peter and I used to be friends when I lived in Nashville. We 
actually used to go play tennis together of all things. I knew some of Peter’s 
background, so I asked him to do that and he was like ‘yeah great, sure.’ It 
was really cool.”
  BH – I really liked the Tommy Thompson song “Twisted Laurel.”
  REK - “Isn’t that a great song? I always tell people the music that is re-
ally beautiful can just be a lyric on the wall. You can just write it in script 
and read it. It’s just a fabulous piece. That guy was so great. I don’t know 
his whole catalogue, but I ran into the Red Clay Ramblers (Thompson’s 
band) every once in a while, and they were a nice bunch of guys and that 
guy was truly introspective. Do you know what happened to him? He got 
Alzheimer’s at 48 years old and then died like two years later. His stuff was 
truly beautiful. He was a great writer.”
  BH – Also it’s always nice to hear the song “Wayfaring Stranger,” and 
I like your version with Natalie Maines. That one goes back well over a 
hundred years doesn’t it?
  REK - That’s one of those ones, I’m sure it’s not public domain but most 
people probably claim that it is. I’ve known that as bluegrass song, but I 
remember I had an old CD that had a reggae band do it. It’s a very cool 
song.”
  BH – Switching gears a little bit. I was looking at your songbook “The 
Road Goes on Forever and the Music Never Ends.” It’s beautiful with all 
the lyrics, notes, and photos. How did that all come about?
  REK – “You know that book came out of a conversation with the guy that 
sat in with the University of Texas brass. It’s a great one. It’s a great one 
because it’s one that I can actually sign, and you can read my signature. 
Yeah, I’m real proud of that.”
  BH – Have you considered writing a memoir or an autobiography?
  REK - “You know I don’t want to sound silly, but the interesting part of 
my life is right out there for everyone to see. I’m generally not that exciting 
a person I don’t think. I’m not sure anybody would be all that interested. 
So, no I don’t think about that.”
  BH – One of your signature songs is “The Road goes on Forever.” I know 
Joe Ely did a cover of it, but when the Highwaymen covered it did you 
see an immediate impact from that? Did your audience and money both 
increase because of the Highwaymen?
  REK – “You know that version wasn’t all that well received. It was the 
last Highwaymen record they made. It came out and there was, as they say, 
a little bit of phoning it in I guess. Here’s the thing, it was a huge boost 
for me because I had those guys singing my songs, so how often does that 
happen? So that was great for me. You know I’ve always been about the 
song and who does it, rather than counting the nickels and dimes. I was 
in Nashville for a couple of years and I love Nashville; it’s a really good 
place. But there are people that kind of do that, and I think it gets you on 
the wrong track. Music is really about writing songs and playing with your 
friends and making it and people enjoy the shows. If you do that really well 
I think there will be enough money to get you to where you can get to the 
next show and maybe pay for a like a semester of college for a kid.”
  BH – When you see the success that your friend Lyle Lovett has had in 
movies along with others in your genre like Billy Bob Thornton, Dwight 
Yoakam, Kris Kristofferson, have you ever given any thoughts to trying 
your hand at acting?
  REK - “I was in a play in Austin called Nashville Rug and this was when 
I played in the little bars by myself at the time. I got in this play and it ran 
for a long time, like eight weeks. It was really fun, and I was like Jasper 
Joe Douglas the singing dishwasher. And I realized then I had almost zero 
acting talent, but I loved it. So that’s as far as I got in the world of acting.”
  BH – I know you’ve been an advocate for the Music Modernization Act. 
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town and we just put on a concert and I pay for the sound and whatever 
else that’s on my side and we give them all the money. We’ve been able 
to really help them out especially lean years like 2010 and 2011. The lady 
who started the whole thing said had I not done that in ‘10 and ‘11 they 
would’ve had to have closed up shop. So, I’ve been interested because I 
love classical music and I love these kids and I’ve gotten to see a hundred 
different rehearsals and gone to all their concerts and things like that. I be-
lieve everyone should learn how to play an instrument, I don’t tell anyone 
to go in the music business, but I do believe everybody should play an 
instrument. It’s a great program, they start when they’re six and they teach 
them how to play ‘Twinkle, Twinkle’ and then move on up and learn how 
to play in a symphony situation. Over the years it’s quite a complex thing 
that you realize that you’re in that world reading classical music, it’s kind 
of a lifetime pursuit.”
  BH – I heard that you and some of your musician friends raised a ton of 
money for victims of Hurricane Harvey.
  REK - “The one that we did in San Antonio with George Strait who was 
really amazing by going and setting that up in a really short period of time 
and it was all on everybody’s brains and everybody was worried about it. 
So, people there right in San Antonio at this theater that holds about 2,300 
and out of that theater they raised five million bucks. And from there on, 
this was kind of across the United States situation, the helping hands thing 
that they were doing, and it was around seventy million that was raised. 
And it was just one of those deals that I was lucky enough to be a part of 
and get to share in that. And then the next month we did one with the five 

Can you tell me about that?
  REK - “It encompasses several things. One of the things it encompasses 
is and what we didn’t know was people that wrote songs before 1972 were 
no longer in the world of getting royalties like Ben E. King songs like 
‘Stand by Me,’ or something like that. I think somehow the Beatles and 
some people have all that locked up and got exemptions or something but 
in general people that wrote songs before 1972 were not getting paid for 
that. Also, in this everchanging world producers, and believe me this one 
was one that I had to think about a long time. I like some producers, but 
others are just egocentric. But in this world, especially in pop music and 
hip hop, the producer and the engineer are really as important as the artist. 
So, they’re included in some of the ways that we get paid as artists. The rest 
of it is just about trying to pick up the pay scale because it dropped to noth-
ing when the internet took over. It dropped to what they call micro pennies 
where say a country song that was a top ten country song that was written 
by one person, it was worth about $250,000 to the writer and lately over the 
last five years it’s been worth maybe $40,000 to the writer or writers. It has 
somewhat eviscerated the pay in the world of song writing. So that’s back 
on track to get fixed to some degree.”
  BH – I read about an annual benefit concert in your hometown for the 
Country Youth Orchestra. What’s that all about?
  REK - “The Hill Country Youth Orchestra is a group of kids that play 
violin, cello, and bass. There are about six to eight teachers that are there 
every Monday during the school year. It started thirty-two years ago, and 
I started eleven years ago putting on a concert for them because it’s in my 

presidents at Texas A&M University and that one was very suc-
cessful. And I have to say if you go to Houston now you can see 
where a lot of that money went because man, I want to tell you, it 
was devastating.”
  BH – Are you happy with how your career has progressed?
  REK - “I love my career. I always feel like I have the perfect 
amount of celebrity. As long as I keep my mouth shut people al-
most never recognize me. I can just go out and about in the world 
and do my business like I want to. In my home town everybody 
is friendly. I get to play pretty much wherever I want to. I got a 
fantastic band. There’s nothing that I want for at this time in my 
life. I’ve done so many cool things and got to do it surprisingly, I 
never thought about it this way, but I pretty much got to do it the 
only way I knew how, which was just one step at a time.”
   That fantastic band that Robert has is Tom Van Schaik on drums, 
Bill Whitbeck on bass, Marty Muse on steel guitar, Rich Broth-
erton on guitar, Kym Warner on Mandolin, and Brian Bacon on 
the fiddle. In late June Robert and the boys played to sold-out 
audiences at both the Infinity Hall in Norfolk, CT and the Knick 
in Westerly, RI. The band played lots of favorites at those shows 
including “Feeling Good Again,” “Corpus Christi Bay,” “I Gotta 
Go,” and despite what it said on the calendar, “Merry Christmas 
from the Family.” The total number of people who went to those 
shows might have been five hundred. They’ll play to literally ten 
times that many when they return to New England to take the stage 
at the Green River Festival on Sunday, July 15th at 4:45 in front of 
what should be a sun-splashed, tie-dyed crowd of dancing hippies. 
So, hallelujah everybody say cheese because the road is still going 
on the and the party hasn’t ended yet.

Cover/Story
Photo by 
Nick Doll
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By Stephanie Shawn
   Hello, my sweet bar flies! Summa 
time and the livin' is easy! First things, 
I've healed nicely from my moped 
debacle. Thank you for all your well 
wishes. I have jumped right back on 
that horse and ridden him nicely! 
    I think l need a glass of wine! Thank-
fully, JONATHAN EDWARDS WIN-
ERY is local, picturesque and always 
has a little something going on! This 
month MARTIN SEXTON will be 
entertaining the crowd on July 13, G 
LOVE and SPECIAL SAUCE on the 
22nd and the LOBSTER BAKE W 
SUGAR on the 15th is a Can't Miss 
Won't Miss Event!
    So many things going on in our tiny 

corner of the world, so I'm just gonna throw some ideas out to you for 
fun things to do during our short summer months!  Visit MISQUAMI-
CUT BEACH for MOVIES ON THE BEACH at the MISQUAMICUT 
DRIVE IN THEATER on Friday Nights, go on a STONINGTON HAR-
BOR CRUISE on a Wednesday or Thursday evening, visit STONINGTON 

PIC on the 30th!
    I visited the OCEAN HOUSE re-
cently for MOVIES ON  BEACH! 
Holy Gourmandoly, what a spread! 
And a full moon shone down as the 
waves crashed into the beach! What 
an amazing evening! I also plan on 
hitting up the TURNING RIDE in 
New London for Happy Hour on the 
Patio!
     Romper Stomper Bomper Boo...
Happy Birthday CHRIS VIGUE, 
RICHARD HOLMES, KEVIN 
CLARK, DEB FERNANDES, 
WENDY DONAHUE, KATHY MC-
CABE, MELISSA GODDARD, JEF-

VINEYARDS on Fridays for their 
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES. 
HAPPY & THE MOONSHINE, PI-
RATES 4 PEACE and WOODEN 
HORSE are some of the July line-
up talent!
    Hit  WASHINGTON PARK in the 
City of Groton for their CONCERTS 
IN THE PARK!  THE CARTELLS 
on July 13 and the JAY DEMPSEY 
BAND on the 20th!!  PADDYS 
BEACH CLUB in Misquamicut has 
a VIP TIKI BEACH with beauti-
ful staff and the REBIRTH BRASS 
BAND will be playing on July 13 
featuring the BRIGHTON BEAT! A 
little bit of New Orleans in Misquamicut!
    Also, who can forget the SUMMER SOUND WAVES CONCERT SE-
RIES at ESKER POINT! JULY?? Thursdays! HOPE ROAD, PIRATES 4 
PEACE and SUGAR! ROCK THE DOCKS in Norwich? GREYE, SIDE-
WINDERS and SHADED SOUL BAND. Wednesdays! And last but not 

least, BLUE MON-
DAYS in the MYSTIC 
PARK featuring OTIS 
AND THE HURRI-
CANES in 9th, SAY 
DARLING W SONDRA 
LEVINE 16th, THE 
LOVE DOGS 23rd and 
COPLEY, JAMES and 

FREY PLOTNICK, BRIAN HARRISON, CLIFFIE STAMM, JOHN VEN-
TILATO, JEN BOGUE, LINDS ELIZABETH, LAURIE ELVIN, JAMES 
SOUSA, CURT EDWARDS, JEFF WADE, ART GREENFIELD, CHEF 
DUFFY, TRISHA DICARLO, NASH GARRISON, ANDRE MOSHÉ, 
TINA MARIE BOURDON, SHARON WHITE, SHANE DUBOIS, KEL-
LI ANDREWS, SAM BYZDLO, KEN SERIO, ANDREW MAYNARD, 
KIM NORMAND, DEBORAH COLUCCI, BILLY GINGERELLA JR, 
CLIFF ROBINSON, JIMMY CONSTANTINE, MARK O SILVA, RICH-
ARD PERRI, GERALD BELL, SCOTT BAVASSO, DARCIE ROSEN, 
MARK MCLEOD, MARIANNE GARNER, PHIL KRACKIN, RAE VI-
ANNEY, BRETT THOMPSON, MICHAEL MOSCHELLA, TY REAY, 
VINCE VINCENT, MARK WRIGHT, KEVIN ROGERS, KEITH MUR-
PHY, JAMES WALL, JANINE 
MARIE, BILLY MCCORD, KYLE 
CRANDALL, RAYNA GIORNO, 
PETER MOORE, GEOFF FOX, 
NICOLE CHIARADIO, CLINT 
SMITH, FRANK WILSON, DI-
ANE GROSS, MICHAEL RIUSI, 
TIM PELLAND, LORI CLARK, 
NICK CIPRIANO, and AUTHOR 
KEN POTTIE! At this time l also 
want to apologize to NEIL MAK-
ENZIE for forgetting his Birthday 
for the last 4 years! I suck! And again, l wish Editor DAVE had an emoji 
ability cuz I'd be Rockin' the laughing til I cry emoji!

    So, I'm on my way to the SUGAR at BALLARDS and Fireworks across 
from PAYNES DOCK..just got done watching YOUNG GUNS at CAP-
TAIN NICK'S on Block...Does that not sound amazing, or is it me?? Get 

out, see a band, shop local, eat local! Ciao 
for now, my loves! Love you long time!
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Tom Guerra
“American Garden”
Café Del Soul Records

  Singer-songwriter and guitarist Tom 
Guerra from Hartford, CT, leader of the 
band Mambo Sons and writer for Vin-
tage Guitar Magazine has released his 
third solo album on Casa Del Soul Re-
cords – a unique, fresh and new variety 
pack above and beyond a “guitar player 
album.”  The songwriting is top-notch 
and chock full of catchy hooks and in-
tense vocal harmonies with subject mat-
ter ranging from missing old friends, to 
world politics, to the Vietnam War to 
alcoholism.  There’s also a Tom Petty 
cover and a Brandi Carlisle cover.  With 
vocals reminiscent of Ray Davies from 
The Kinks, Guerra doesn’t make this 
album “all about guitar.”  Lending sup-
port on the album are Kenny Aaronson 
(The Yardbirds) on bass and Mike Ko-
sacek on drums with special guests Jon 
Butcher on lead guitar, Morgan Fisher 
(Mott the Hoople) on piano and Garry 
Segal on harmonica.
  The opening track is a modern rocka-
billy tune with a super fun guitar solo, 
sort of like a subdued Eddie Van Halen, 
with Guerra’s vocals smooth and un-
embellished.  “Goodbye to Yesterday” 
is a hooky and catchy smoker with har-
monica and stellar songwriting.  This 
song was written with bassist Aaron-
son intended for an upcoming Yard-
birds album release, though that proj-
ect has been shelved.  Guerra’s cover 
of “Walls” by Tom Petty features some 
sweet organ and a tasteful tremolo gui-
tar solo.  This version is a bit livelier, 
brighter and more hopeful than Petty’s.  
“Jack for Joe” brings to mind The Kinks 

with layered harmonies and unexpected 
chord changes in this tribute to an old 
friend.  The political song “Blood on 
the New Rising Sun” has an alternative, 
progressive feel featuring Joe Butcher 
on guitar.  The second tune intention-
ally written for The Yardbirds is the 
harmony heavy “Family of One” which 
offers a world view of hope.
  Guerra covers Brandi Carlisle’s hit “The 
Story” next.  This is not an easy song to 
sing but he pulls it off just fine and adds 
some dueling guitar hooks.  You can tell 
he’s having fun with this one.  Carlisle 
is one of my very fav songwriters so 
kudos to you Tom!  The album picks 
back up with the final intended Yard-
birds tune “The Lyin’ King,” a political 
manifesto.  The guitar-less “Meet Me at 
the Bottom of Your Glass” tackles alco-
holism complete with vulnerable vocals 
and features Fisher on piano.
  The title track begs the question, is Ar-
lington National Cemetery our Ameri-
can Garden?  Guerra wrote this one 
after speaking with Vietnam Vets and 
through this song, tells their stories.  He 
purposefully chose to employ psyche-
delic instrumentation and distorted vo-
cals which culminate into a catchy and 
harmony-laden chorus.  Just brilliant!  
Check out this promotional video for 
the album:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0yVN_CK52Ic
Link:  www.tomguerra.com

- Sue Menhart

John Pagano Band
“One More Round”

Midnight Circus
     The John Pagano Band (formerly 
JP Blues) is a, Indie blues/rock trio out 
of Atlanta, Georgia, with a truck stop 
honky-tonk sound, ably presented on 
their newly released album, "One More 
Round." This is delivered with a com-
bination of finesses and grit as the band 
moves from subtle rhythms (a reggae 
feel on "Aint Mine") to blistering gui-
tar work on "99 Problems." The new 
album, the first under the band's new 
moniker, features eleven songs per-
formed by John Pagano on guitar and 

Webb Wilder & 
The Beatnecks
“Powerful Stuff”
Landslide Records

  Webb Wilder & The Beatnecks recent-

ly released a collection of unreleased 
recordings capturing their era from the 
eighties into the nineties. Known for 
their modern and edgy southern rock 
and blues, they’ve released an energetic 
album full of great hooks and stomping 
rhythms.
  They open up the album with “Make 
That Move”, a really upbeat rock num-
ber with some desert-rock lead stylings 
with some nice action on the whammy 
bar. Webb Wilder has got a great voice 
with a little bit of gritty Texas blues 
feel.
  The next track “New Day” is a bit of 
a power-chord anthem. It starts off hard 
and heavy and supports a vocal line that 
chugs along accenting major notes, con-
trasting the edginess of the guitar work. 
They have some nice harmonies on the 
hooks in the chorus before kicking into 
a beautiful arpeggiated bridge.
  “No Great Shakes” sounds a little bit 
ahead of it’s time. The opening guitar 
riff reminds me a lot of some modern 
Indie Rock like The Strokes. The band 
has a knack for generating a hook and 
keeping it simple and catchy.
  Webb Wilder also brings it home hard 
with the blues, such as on their track 
“Lost In the Shuffle”. The rhythm chugs 
along like a steamtrain, and a horn sec-
tion comes in to punctuate the hook in a 
Chicago Blues style.
  There are a few nice live numbers on 
here as well, such as the eponymous 
“Powerfull Stuff” as well as “I’m Wild 
About You Baby”, and much of the 
second half of the album. Webb Wilder 
strikes me as the type of musician who 
puts the audience first – I couldn’t imag-
ine sitting still at one of his high-energy 
performances.  He has a real knack for 
incorporating a variety of sounds and 
styles, while remaining true to his core 
sound. 
  One of the things I really like about 
this music is how they can change up 
the feel on the fly without forcing it. I 
love contrast in music, and the great 
ones always know how to change it up 
and bring it back home. A great song-
writer knows how to bring you up and 
let you down to keep the motion of the 
story going. Webb Wilder does a great 
job using the full palette of sonic dis-
tinctions to paint a vibrant picture of his 
rock ‘n roll world, and this new album 
of previously unreleased material is no 
exception.

- Tom Matthew
Two Ton Music
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vocals, Shiloh Bloodworth on drums, 
and Tony Hossri on bass. 
     With this iteration of the band, Pa-
gano has drawn on musicians from his 
home State of Georgia: this brings a 
rewarding level of comfortable interac-
tion between the band members, as is 
evidenced in live videos from the active 
schedule of touring dates the band main-
tains (one such video features Pagano 
in several guitar soloes, shredding it 
southern style, as Hossri gyrates around 
the stage with his bass). With this now 
fifth album for John Pagano, it appears 
that an enduring and supportive mix of 
talents has been happily achieved.
    The new album, with its often intense 
guitar and rhythm work, also goes slow 
and, almost, mellow, on numbers like 
"On My Mind", while Pagano stretches 
his considerable vocal talents on "Aint 
Gonna Lose You."  On the closing song, 
"Catch That Train," the band captures a 
sound reminiscent of ZZ Top, fitting for 
a fellow trio from the south.
     "One More Round" may have been 
born out of the clubs and taverns the 
band frequently performs at, but the 
album calls out for long drives to no-
where, the stereo cranked up as the V-8 
purrs under the hood of a vintage ride, 
whether real or imagined. More info 
and most important of all, music, may 
be found a www.johnpaganoband.com, 
or on the band's Facebook page.

- Jon Persson

BB And The Blues 
Shacks

“Reservation Blues”
Rhythm Bomb Records

     Amidst all the headlines of late re-
garding trade wars and tariff battles, 
it is truly refreshing to know that art 
and ideas still move freely about the 
world. Nowhere is this clearer than in 
the '50's rock and roll, Chicago blues, 
jump, swing, and old time soul of Ger-

many's own BB And The Blues Shacks. 
In fact, one could argue that these styles 
of American music have no better rep-
resentative today, presented with the 
band's thirteenth album, which contains 
fourteen original songs.
     Founded in 1994, the band's 2017 
release of "Reservation Blues" marks a 
turn from delving deeply into soul mu-
sic, and back to their own roots in the 
music of soda fountains and '55 Chev-
ies. With brothers Michael and Andreas 
Arlt on vocals/harmonica and guitar, 
respectively, Fabian Fratz on piano 
and organ, and the exemplary Hen-
ning Haurken on upright and electric 
bass backed by Andre Werkmeister on 
drums, the band simply delivers on ev-
ery track. With now twenty-eight years 
together, global tours and thousands 
of concerts and festivals, their music 
is played with precision carried to the 
very edge of every page.
     "Lay Some Shuffle Down" sets a 
defining tone, sounding much like 
the Stray Cats with harmonica, while 
"From Now On" could be mistaken for 
a Robert Cray number with its drive 
and guitar work. On "Honeycomb" 
(and several more songs) Tom Muller 
and Stefan Gossinger provide saxo-
phone and trumpet, while "Angry Cat" 
features some intricate interplay be-

tween guitar and organ. Through it all, 
Michael Arlt's  vocals speak of Chicago 
clubs and Memphis bars, rather than the 
music scene in Hildesheim, Germany, 
which he compliments with soaring and 
powerful harmonica to offset the guitar 
and rhythm tracks of the band.  Michael 
and brother Andreas also wrote all the 
songs on this fine album. 
     For more information, go to www.
bluesshacks.de.  

- Jon Persson 

Ryan Montbleau
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By Jack Chaplin
      I sit here writing this article, 
close to the deadline of course 
overlooking Smith Cove. Nature 
is in full swing, the Swans, Ducks, 
Canada Geese and other water fowl 
are out on the water honking and 
quacking. The fish are in the cove 
jumping, making big ringlets. The 
weather is a perfect 75 degrees but 
good ole N.E. heat and humidity is 
coming at the end of the week. High 
90’s and High Humidity, brings me 
back to my childhood days in Ver-
non. We use to mow over 3 acres of 
grass. My Mother had a huge gar-
den that we all had to weed and wa-
ter. I helped my Father build stone 
walls all around the property and as 
chores or as punishment we had to 

clip the grass for hours at a time. We did have a nice swimming pool that 
we could dip into to cool down but then back at it! Sometimes we would 
work up until last light, it was with satisfaction that I would look around 
at the yard, neat as a pin. It gave me a good feeling that hard work brings. 
As a reward my Father, as promised, would take us down to Dan’s Italian 
Kitchen for a hot oven grinder, meatball for me! Then it was down to Ver-
non Circle to Iacobucci’s for the best Frozen Custard in the world! We had 
a field that we would let grow for hay for my Sister’s horse and a few times 
over a summer a local farmer would come and cut and bale it, usually on 
the hottest days it seemed. I still remember hustling the bales, the fresh cut 
straw poking at my open skin like needles. Then we had to load it up into 
the loft in the barn, by the end we would be drenched and covered in straw. 
Into the pool but not before my Mother yelled at us to rinse off before we 
jumped in! Back to the Frozen Custard! I had some at the Shake Shack in 
New Haven a while back, the real deal, a true egg custard and then froze. 
Now it wasn’t a giant cone like the old days back at Iacobucci’s  but a golf-
ball size scoop for 6 bucks that I savored! 
  I was listening to Ali on WCNI this morning and she had Peter Moore 
from the Sidewinders on. I can’t believe Blue Mondays in Mystic is start-
ing this Monday at Cottrel Park.They have a great lineup this year like they 
had last year, we went to all but one, what a great time. Get there early to 
park and get set up. Bring chairs or a blanket and claim your spot! You can 
bring a picnic or sandwiches, some people we saw had a whole spread laid 
out with cheeses, pates, and all kinds of cold salads. Dave’s been known to 
bring some gourmet goods himself! No alcohol allowed but I saw a lot of 
plastic cups, my group included! This year has quite the lineup and all for 
free but they do pass the bucket! All the money collected goes to charity 
and to great causes so give till it hurts and then give some more. This year 
Sugar Ray, Al Coply, Ronnie Earl and other great acts every Monday in 
July and the first Monday in Aug. 
   I was in West Hartford last week in the morning and felt like a real break-
fast, not a muffin or egg sandwich. I drove all around through Blue Black 

Square and scoped out downtown. I almost gave up when I spotted a place 
on South Main St. called Sally and Bob’s that looked busy, I have the nose 
for sniffing out places. I parked and got a seat in the window, mostly to keep 
an eye on the car, I didn’t feed the meter! I ordered a  veggie omelet, rye 
toast, and home fries. I asked for the restroom and went passed the kitchen. 
They gave me a key and said the facility was down the hall in the adjoin-
ing office building. I came back, hung up the key and the chef asks me if I 
have a restaurant in New Haven? I said no, in New London. He says, ‘Yes 
I watch all your videos on Youtube’, blew my mind. Caesar went on to tell 
me he and his wife, Helen, own the restaurant and bought it from the origi-
nal owners daughter. It has been in operation for over 50 years. The menu is 
made up of breakfast offerings, salads, sandwiches, soups, burgers, baked 
goods, etc. They have a built in business with the office connected plus a 
loyal local following. My omelet was great, i did eat the excellent rye bread 
and the tasty home fries that were cooked in some bacon grease. I have 
been on the low carb/sugar diet for the past 8 weeks and felt I deserved a 
cheat day and since then I’m back on it. The power of Youtube and social 
media is a mind blower! I was honored that Caesar enjoyed my videos and 
has helped him in his business! It is always great to meet entrepreneurs that 
have the guts and desire to roll the dice in their own business and prosper! 
Bravo Helen and Caesar! Keep Cooking With The Blues!
   It is with sadness that I received word my friend Mike Shaw passed away 
last week from heart failure. Mike was a fantastic chef who owned York 
St., a Top 10 restaurant in Dallas. He catered to the movers and shakers and 
put out top notch vittles as he would call it. Mike was a renegade like most 
chefs, living fast and furious! I laugh thinking back, he would finish hard 
weekend nights serving Frisee Salad w/ Lardons Of Bacon and Roquefort 
Dressing, Roasted Duck L’ Orange etc. and go home and eat Stouffers Beef 
Mac and Cheese! Mike was a big strapping man from Paducah, Kentucky 
with a heart of gold. He came to Dallas at 16 and got into the bar busi-
ness working with our friends Dr. Al Attanassio and Scotty Kenyan as a 
bar back and by day doing carpentry work. When Mike had York St. we 
would help each other out if we ran short of goods or if one of us needed 
a dishwasher for a night, Culinary Brothers! One Sunday Night a wall be-
hind the stove was smoldering, I could smell the cedar slats cooking. I had 
a full restaurant but felt the wall getting hotter and hotter. I waited as long 
as possible and then called 911 and the Fire Dept. came full strength! They 
took axes and saws to my kitchen opening up the whole back wall and 
duct work! What a mess and what to do, I was out of business! Mike came 
to our rescue, he worked 4 days putting my kitchen back together and let 
his boys handle York St. The restaurant business is competitive and full of 
super egos, we are lone wolves but have much respect for our peers. Mike 
had no pretense ,as down to earth as can be. He ate and drank the best food 
and wine at 5 Star joints or ate a cheeseburger and cheese fries at Snuffers. 
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He could dress up in a three piece suit and hob knob with the upper crust or 
sit with his Amigos eating Tacos and shooting tequila and drinking Tecates. 
He loved his Mexican workers, as I did, and spoke that half ass kitchen 
Texican like I do. Mike was a great chef, father, artist, hunter, fisherman, 
carpenter, but above all He was a great friend! As My Father use to say, 
“You Have To Be A Friend To Have A Friend”. Mike picked and chose who 
were his friends, but if you made the cut you felt the love and kindness that 
true friendship gives and I was one of the blessed to be his friend. R.I.P. 
Mike. Everytime I make Dauphinoise Potatoes I’ll think of You and the 
good times we had. Love You Brother! 
   Love your loved ones, put aside petty differences, mend a broken fence, 
help a brother or sister out, give someone a helping hand, and don’t stoop 
to low levels if possible. Life Is Short So Don’t Waste Time and Energy 
On Negativity! 

Happy 4th, Exercise Your Independence, 
We Have A Free Country! Jack 
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BOATS

WWW.SWAVES.COM
VOTED #1  

ENTERTAINMENT 
WEB SITE BY 
CT MAGAZINE

USED GEAR WANTED:  
Spindrift Guitars is looking for 
quality pre-owned musical stringed 
instruments and tube amplifiers. 
We are seeking out brands such 
as Taylor, Martin, Guild, Gibson, 
Gretsch, Rickenbacker, Fender, 
Musicman and other higher end 
and vintage instruments. We have 
a very successful consignment 
program and are shipping guitars 
across the world daily. Contact us 
and turn your unused instrument 
into CASH! 860.444.2112. 
www.SpindriftGuitars.com

E Q U I P M EN  T
HOLISTIC VOICE IN-
STRUCTION:  for singers, 
public speakers & performers.  
Also piano and guitar, all ages, 
all styles. Valerie Walsh, Holistic 
Expressions LLC, 26 years experi-
ence. (860)460-6266

GRADY WHITE TARPON:  
1983 19’ Grady White Tarpon 
w/2003 115 Johnson. Both well 
Maintained. Excellent shape. New 
Electronics. Includes registered 
EZ Loader Trailer. $4500. Call 
860-572-5738 or email swaves52@
gmai.com  Boat in Old Mystic CT
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